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ideal and poetic, Constantine can hardly be surpassed. Now
look on the reverse of the medal. Enter within her gates and
see the commonplace modern structures that, seen from without, '
assumed the aspect of palaces, of grand fortifications, with tur-
rets and bastions springing apparently from the solid rock, and
growing from foundations intended for them by nature; go to
the edges of the frightful precipice among tanneries, stables,
filthy habitations; descend into the impenetrable abyss through
stenches arising from the accumulation, from century upon
century, of offal from the slaughter-house, dead bodies of
animals, fed upon by vultures, and you will see what I mean
*by realism. The Rournel, in times of siege, has run through
a charnel-house indescribable, and even a few years since
could have revealed blood-curdling mysteries. We were tempt-
ed to follow the ravine and the impetuous river, but the
first step of our expedition was enough to prove it quite impos-
sible* We found ourselves in a narrow part of the gorge,
scarcely fifteen feet wide, near a bridge, under the rock called
Sidi Rached, on which stand the ruins of a fine Roman tower.
This is said to have been the Tarpeian Rock of the old Turkish
rulers of Constantine, from which they threw faithless or sus-
pected wives into the torrent five hundred feet below. Over
this cliff upwards of three hundred of the inhabitants let them-
selves down by ropes to escape the French when they took
possession of Constantine, and most of them perished mis-
erably.*

* "Nature seems to have constructed Constantine entirely with a view to
", defence and picturesque effect. It occupies the summit of a plateau of rock,
nearly quadrilateral in shape, the faces corresponding to the cardinal points,
and its surface sloping from north to south. Its sides rise perpendicularly
nearly one thousand feet from the bed of the river Roumel, which surrounds
it on the north and east, and it is connected on the west side only, by an